ABCg CLIO

=

Chronology

1817

1832

1841

1847

1348

1854

The American School for the Deaf
is founded in Hartford, Connecti-
cut. This is the first school for dis-
abled children anywhere in the
Western Hemisphere.

The Perkins School for the Blind in
Boston admits its first two students,
the siters Sophia and Ahln.'_'.-'
Carter.

Dorothea Dix begins her work on
behall of people with disabilites in-
carcerated in jails and poorhouses.

The American Annals of the Deaf be-
gins publication at the American
Schonl for the Deaf in Hartford,
Connecticut,

The first residential instintion for
people with mental retardarion is
founded by Samuel Gridley Howe
at the Perkins Instinution in Boston,
During the next cenmry, hundreds
of thousands of developmentally
disabled children and adules will be
institutionalized, many for their en-
tire lives.

The New England Gallander Asso-
ciation of the Deaf is founded in
Montpelier, Vermmont,

18ai)

1861

1862

1864

Simon Pollak demonstrates the use
of braille at the Missouri School for
the Blind.

The Gallandet Ginvide amd Deaf-
Mutes" Commpanion becomes the first
publication in the United States
aimed at a disabled readership.

Helen Adams Keller is bom in Ts-
cumbiz, Alabama.

The Veterans Reserve Corps 15
formed by the ULS. Anmy. After the
war, many of its members join the
Freedman'’s Buremn oo work with re-
cently emancipated slaves,

The enabling act giving the Colum-
bia Lnstitution for the Dieaf and
Dumb and Blind the authority e
confer college degrees is signed by
President Abraham Lincoln, mak-
ing it the first college in the world
expressly established for people
with disabilities. A vear later, the in-
stitution’s blind students are trans-
ferred o the Maryland Institution
at Baliimore, leaving the Columbia
[nstitution with a stadent body
made up entirely of deaf students.
The institution would evenneally be
renamed Gallaudet College, and
then Gallaudet Urnaversiry.
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1869 The first wheelchair patent s regis- 1887 Anne Sullivan meets Helen Keller

tered with the U5, Patent (ffice. for the first time in Tiscumbia, Al-
abama.

1878 Jowel W, Smath presents his Modi-
fied Braille o the Amencan Associ- 1 5= Progressive activists push for the
sion of Instoctors of the Blind. 1920 T g n of state Workers' Compen-
| he sssocianon repects his system SAtOn PrOgranms By 1913, some 21
continuing to endorse instead New states have established some form of
i = Pt I= SRS 1."..|'|r B T I'il.'rr-.‘
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